Grading

Grades are based on combinations of class participation/preparation grades, playing test grades, and concert grades. 
SmartMusic 

We use the SmartMusic system at HMS. Students use a computer to record themselves playing particular passages on their instrument. The audio file is then “graded” by the program, and sent to the director when the student clicks “submit”. The director listens to the audio file and submits a grade as well. The combination of the computer and director grades is submitted to NCWise for the final grade. The SmartMusic program is a great asset, and it is highly encouraged to download at home. A one-year, personal subscription can be downloaded for around $30. All students will have free access to the program on the 2 computers in the bandroom. An e-mail address is required to use this program. 
Class Participation/Preparation

To receive a point for the day, all students must have:

a. A pencil

b. Their agenda

c. Their method book and sheet music

d. Their working instrument
Concerts

Student attendance at their band’s concerts is mandatory. This is a performance class, and an important part of the curriculum is presenting a concert. There will never be a general school concert scheduled during a track-out time. Students who are tracked out are encouraged to attend other tracks’ concerts, but are not required. Emergency situations will be handled at the director’s discretion. The concert grade is based on behavior prior to performance, behavior after performance, music preparation and performance, and attendance. Attendance is defined as arriving at the assigned time before the concert and staying until the director has given the “all clear” in the band room after the concert is completely over. Parent volunteers are always welcomed and appreciated at concerts.
Breakdown

Concerts



200 points for each concert



Daily preparation/participation 
45 points each quarter

Playing tests/SmartMusic

50-100 points per test

Concert Etiquette and Attire

For a concert to run quickly and smoothly, the following etiquette should be observed:

1. Caps or hats should not be worn indoors.

2. Cell phones/beepers should be turned “off” or “silent”.

3. Enter and exit ONLY between songs.

4. Applause is appropriate at the end of songs, or at the end of all movements for a multi-movement work. 

5. Talking should be limited to times when groups are not performing and speakers are not talking.

